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m OF NEW YORK;
CAUSES BIG LOSS

|Six-Story Building of Jarvis
Warehouse Company Is
Mysteriously Wrecked.

(ERIE RAILROAD REPAIR
SHOPS ALSO ARE DAMAGED

|Rigid Investigation Now Being
Conducted by Federal, State

and City Officials.

ll'KOIMiK Ci It K A T L Y KXtiTKD

' 'onscrvatlvo Estimates Place the
Damage Doric at a Million and

a Half Dollars.

IBy AKsocUtcd Pres.* 1
XBW YOltK, March L'C..Fire follow-

:ng it series of uriexplained explosions
destroyed the six-story building of the
Jarvis Warehouse Cornp.iny, inc.. near
the Erie ltailroad terminal m Jersey
City, late to-day and badly damaged
the Erie repair shops. No loss of life
had been reported to-night. The ma¬
terial damage was estimated by Jersey
l'ity policemen and fire oflielal* at close
to SI.500.000. The goolis stored in the

1warehouse, said to have included a

quantity of chemicals, were a total loss.
The cause of the explosions has not

I>et been determined, though a rigid
investigation was begun at once by jFederal, Stato and city authorities.
The first of the terrillc detonation*,

Iwhlch occurred shortly after 3 o'clock,
[.hook windows in downtown Manhat¬
tan and caused considerable alarm.
liJurning cinders, which arose in the
|i« ivy cloud of black smoke, were car-
ied by the wind across the North

|ttiv> r and fell along the water front
While the excitement was a: it.-

ItClght. ll."; 11:1c ferry-hou on the
\*ew York s .d>- <>f iriver, u.is I s

tovered to be «>n lire. A lighter rl< sc

>y loaded with several hundred bales

|>f cotton also was blazing :1<t . iy. arid
itill furil.«r «outli tlie lioboken ferry
1'P of t!;<- l.a ka.va.ina llai'.r <ad v .tv

|>n firr.
rnnii.v dis<o\i:i<y or nin:

vwi.s mvks or \\ OHM.its
The Erie ferry-hou.-e was ullame

ro :n the second story t-> the roof.
|l liese !!!'..» wcie easily extinguished.
Employed In the Jarvis storehouse
? ere between forty and fifty men, but
he proir.pt alarm Is believed to have
¦¦.abicd all to escape. Scores of per¬
iods :n the streets were cut by falling
: i.-.-. Hundreds of windows, some of
hen) a uitlu away, were blown out by
lie bla:.t*. Several small frame build-
r.gs were wrecked by the explosions.
Frightened women and children tilled

| he street : '.i« >:ig« st<-d sections of
creey City arid lioboken.
The fire spread with such rapidity

lhat the Jersey City lighters soon
ailed for outside aid. Engines and

.tlier apparatus were sent from llo-
loken. New York and other points.
J.v desperate efforts, the tiremen con-
Ined the flames to an area covering
.bout two acres.
The storage warehouse of the Na-

|tonal Calcium Carbide Company and
rhc Union Cold-Storage plant were
|aved by the tiremen.
Ten employees of the Jarvis Com¬

pany suffered burns.
Iiozf.n i:n<;im:s wrecked

IX KM IK itKl'A III shop
More than -00 employees, a number

. f them women, were at work In the
|lrie shops. All had time to escape
>efore the flames reached the build-'
ngb. Not only were the shops badly
lamaged. but ten or twelve loeomo-
Ivea were destroyed. In addition, a
'.ozen loaded and empty freight cars
vrre burned. A large pile, of coal alto
vas ignited, and was still burning late
o-n!ght.
E. J. Jarvis, secretary and treasurer

f the rtorage warehouse company,
aid he could not explain the ex¬

plosions.
The Cnlted States government had

|>een using the warehouse, but only uu
private patron. Mr. Jarvis said the

os.i to his concern and his patrons
.robably would reach $1,000,000.
Immediately after the explosion a

large force of soldiers from lioboken
J.nd a company of coast guards from
|,*fW York were hurried to the eone,
nd they aided in lighting the lire.

LARGE SUM RAISED
flight* of fotninhiix Welfare Work

Pnnd (iocs* (Ivor 94,000,fiOM
Mark.

I fJy Associate! Press. 1
XRW YORK, March .A cuntribu-
oii of 5-50,001) to-day l»y the Carnegie
emulation added tho finishing touch
¦) tho campaign conducted l>y the
nights of Columbus in Hie Arehdio-
..se of New York to raise $2,500,000 for
ieir welfare work among American
-oops and lifted tho total to-night to
t.or.D.r.42, with reports not all in.
The gift of tho Carnegie Foundation
"is the largest single contribution
.corded during the drive, which ended
nioially last night. The donation was
mde chiefly through tho efforts of
ilhu Root.
Another gift reported to-night was

5,000 by the Haseball War Relief So-
iety. Among the baseball men sub-
bribing were John K. Tcner, president
f the National League, and Harry N.
ompstead, president of the Now York
atlonals.

Itohn Boyhood vi<,rlend.
LOR ANGELES. C'AL., March 25..'
enry lllestsehko met John Beekman,
is boyhood friend, on the street here,
iok him to his room and showed him
Is life's savings. Bookman disguised
itnself as lllestsehko, went to the
jom. took the gold and buried It In'
park. Police officer traced Rock -1

¦an to tho park and discovered the
left.

Limit Shipments to
Boys "Over There"

I Uy Associated 1'reas. ]
\VAMI1I.\c;TO.\, March 20..Ship-

lurnt of any articles to troops In
Franco. unless they have been re¬

quested I>y the soldier himself, uoii

forbidden to-duy by Mnjor-Ucnerol
.Mnrth, actltiR chief of staff.

.N'o explanation of the order tvai

Klvcn In the utatrment issued by
(ieneral March, but It ia known that
the purpose la to conserve trans-

portntlon space. Warning that auch
action might become necessary un¬
less relatives and frleads of the
soldiers eliminated all unnecessary
shipments tint issued recently by
the rost-Ofllce department.

(¦cneral .March's order follows:
"In future, shipments of any

articles to members of the American
expeditionary forces abroad will be
limited to those nrtlcles which have
been requested liy the Individual to
whom name Is f<> be shipped, such
request hnvltit; bren approved by his
rcRlmentnl or higher commander.
Parcel post shipments will be nr.
cepted by the post-office authorities
nnd other shipments by express or
frelcrht companies only upon pres¬
entation of Che above approved re¬
quest In each individual case.'*

PUT PATRIOTISM ME
POT, MARSHALL URGES

Challenges Wisconsin to Cast Off
Her Thralltlom to Foes of

America.

OPENS CAMPAIGN TOR DAVIES

Tells Republicans of La l'ollettc's
State They Arc Half for Kaiser,
Half for America and All Against
\\ ilson.On Trial Before World.

.

MA I)I.SON", WIS., March L'u.. Vice-
Presldent Thoinis R. Marshall opened
his speaking campaign in behalf of
Joseph K. Da vies. Democratic candidate

r L nitod .States Senator !n Wisconsin,
lii-re to-nigh*, by appealing to Republi¬
cans.

"I come to Wisconsin to learn whether
>iQ> lie-publicans will not count the

.-S of partisanship cheap if thereby
\\ i scon sin may he saved to the Union,"
the % ice-1'rev;dent said. "No Republi-
i an can cornc to the Senate from the
State of Wisconsin without a feeling: on

the part of the imperial <Jernian fmjvv,.
eminent that that Senator, having
changed his mind oncc, may, by the
shifting of a few hundred votes in Wis¬
consin, be induo<.<! to change it again.
"Your State is under suspicion. You

Republicans liave mad-? the issue here
W is.-otis; n. If the vote at the pri-

mary !- ba-od upon the charges and
countercharges which you have made
each against the other, you ai»c about
half lor America, half for tiic Kaiser
and all against Wilson.

"It makes no difference how pure
and patriotic the purposes of the Ke-
puhlican candidate may be, to he elected
he is now bidding for the vote of the
Oerinan sympathizers, for the vote of
the traitor, for thfc vote of the sedition-
ist, for the vote of the pacifist, for th«%
vote of the man so hidebound in pol¬
itics that he rejoices at every mistake
made by the President or his advisers,
for the vote of the man who is willing
tc make an Inglorious peace, for the
\otc of the disappointed profiteer and
the vote of the man who wanted our
citizens and our ships to stay' off the
high seas and who wanted an embargo
placed upon the sale of munitions of
war in the markets of the world. By
these votes, and these votes iilone, can
the Republican candidate hope to be
elected, for Mr. Davies would, 1 be¬
lieve, scorn to rcccive them. It is up
to you, Mr. Loyal Republican, to an¬
swer whether you arc for the party or
whether you are for the .State.
"Wisconsin is not only on trial be¬

fore America: the Republicans of Wis¬
consin are on trial before the world."

PRAISES NATIONAL ARMY
Member of l-'reneh Mission tilvc* His

Opinion After Touring Can-
tonmcnts.

I-JOSTON. March 26..Licutcnant-Col-
onel l'aul Azan, a member of the
French mission to the United State:1,
returned here to-day from a t'.ur of
Inspection of National Army canton¬
ments in the Northern section of the
country. "1 have, no misgivings, after
what I have just seen." he said, "of j
the account that the National Army of
the United States wilt give of itself on
the other side."
Colonel Azan's tour was arranged l»y

this government, in order that by his
suggestions the troops might be better
fitted for service.
Speaking of the comparative ad¬

vancement of tho twenty-live or more
camps included in the Northern dis¬
trict, ho said that from his observa¬
tion he believed Camp Devens, at Ayer.
Mass., to bo at the greatest disad¬
vantage of all.

"It is not due to any fault of the In¬
struction or tho instructors there," he
continued, "any more than it is to a
tack of endeavor or patriotism on the
part of the men. Hut the weather has
been against them in this latitude."

Scnplnne Accident Kntnl.
WASHINGTON, Marcn '2fi..A sea-

piano accident at I'enfacola, Fla., re¬
sulting/in the death of Ensign Michaev
Joseph Delehantj, naval reserves,
Host on, Mass.. vas reported to the
Navy Department to-day.

ItntitlfN l'ry Amendment.
HQSTON. Mar. h 2t>..The House of

h« Massachusetts l egislature late to¬
day ratified th< p-c.hibltion amend¬
ment to tho Federal Constitution by a
voto of 145 to 91. The resolution now
goes to the Senate.

LONG REST PERIOD
AFTER THIRD LOAN

Fourth Issue Will Not Be on

Market Until Next
Fall.

ALLIES WILL GET FUNDS

Secretary McAdoo Discloses
Government's Financial Plans

for Liberty Sale.

I Hv Akhoclato'! Prpy s 1
WASHINGTON. March .The gov¬

ernment's general financial plans for
the next oiKlit months. disclosed to¬
night hy Secretary MeAdoo, provide for
.i long period of rest fr >tn bond issues
lifter the third loan of $3,000,000,000
next month, and for floating of the
fourth Liberty loan next October or

November.
The amount of the fourth loan proh-

abiy wlil bo greater than any of those
that have before, and to prepare
for it :tie Treasury n".\t summer prob¬
ably will start the Issuance of certifi¬
cates of indebtedness in considerable
amounts.
Loans to allies will be continued, and,

although more than S".000.000.000 au¬
thorization for this purpose still re¬
mains, Congress is expected to approve
extension of further credits to the sum
.-f J1,500.000,000. Mr. McAdoo estimates
tiiat this will be sufficient to fill allied
mods until October. Actual credits and
payments are made at the secretary's
discretion, subject only to Congress.

In the same way. the amount of cer¬
tificates of indebtedness actually to be
issued depends on Secretary McAdoo's
decision. These are issued usually for
ninety-day periods, and are redeemable
at times when receipts from Liberty
loans- or taxes are heavy.
.Secretary McAdoo will appear to¬

morrow before the Ways and Means
Committee to explain further the do-
tails of the bill.
DKCIOMS ON l)K>'OMIN.VriO.\t'

ok tiimi) i.im:it'n ism k.

The secretary to-night ex plained that
he plans to issue third Liberty bonds
in denominations of $.V!1. Sl"<i. $500 and
# 1.00ft. as in the first and second loans,
and that terms of payment in install¬
ments will be substantially the same as
;n the past.
The secretary's statement disposed of

reports that the i5'J "baby bond" might
lie abandoned in the third loan for the
sake of encourag.ng investment of such
"small amounts in war savings stamps.

The function of the war savings or¬

ganization throughout the country was

learly defined by Mr. McAdoo to-night
la a statement addressed to Liberty
1'an and war savings workers. Loth
are toco-operate; the war savings cam-
paign is not to be slackeiiid. but sale

f Liberty bonds is to be the main
object.

"In the coming Liberty loan drive,"
said the secretary, "the war savings
organizations should continue their ef¬
forts in the formation of war savings
societies, education work in the
schools and general thrift propaganda.
Their actual selling organizations
should, however, be combined and co¬

ordinate! with that of the Liberty
loan organization, to the end that dur¬
ing this period sales of government
securiti > ., both Liberty bonds and war

savings ..tamps, should be made in the
largest amounts possible to each indi¬
vidual buyer, but the purchase of Lib¬
erty loan bonds, rather than war sav¬

ings stamps should, during this period,
l»c the main object. To this end, dur¬
ing this period, all donated advertis-
ing spioo should be donated to Lib¬
erty loan offerings.
KillST IOKKOHT or I) It 1VK

Til I.III(CRTV UO.MJS

"The first effort of both the Liberty
loan and war savings organizations
during the coming drive should be to
sell Liberty loan bonds. On the ether
hand, there are persons who arc un¬

able to buy Liberty loan bonds, and
all these persons should be urged to
buy w.v." savings stamps.
"With regard to partial payment

subscriptions to Liberty loan bonds,
these should be encouraged, but where
employer^ of labor or others have
formed efficient war savings societies,
which are actually obtaining syste¬
matic and adequate subscriptions to
war savings stamps, this work should
not be interfered with by an endeavor
to supersede the war savings societies
by the. instreduction of the partial pay¬
ment plan for subscriptions to Lib¬
erty loan bonds. Such war savings
societies should make every possible
endeavor to promote the sale not only
of war savings stamps, but Liberty
loan bonds during the' coming drive.

"The loyal army workers in both
these organizations must realize that
they are working for a common cause,
thourrh by different methods; that each
is a part of the Treasury Department
force, snd that each is under Treasury
Department control.
C'OMri.MTI-: HA ItMOW AM)

IMTV OK I'lHPOSi:
"Complete harmony and unit y of

purpose helps both organizations in
the attainment of the purpose of each
the successful financing of the war on

a sound hasis."
About $1'.!0,000,000 worth of thrift

anil war savings stamps have been
sold since the movement was started
last December
Many messages expressing- surprise

and gratification at the comparatively
small size of the third liberty loan
and the interest rate of 4 1-4 per cent
reached the Treasury to-day from
bankers and business men.
Arrangements will bo made soon for

conversion of the 3 1-2 per cent bonds
of the first loan and the Is of the sec¬
ond into the new 4 1-4 per cent bonds.
It is atso planned to prepare enough
of the third loan bonds In advance, so

that many of the bonds of smaller
denominations will be ready for de¬
livery on payment during the cam¬
paign.

\

\

ENEMY POSITIONS
HEAVILY SHELLED

Town Occupied by Muns Made
Too Hot for Them by

American Fire.

ARTILLERY IS WELL SERVED

Many Direct Hits Scored on En¬
emy Dugouts.Newly Uni¬

formed Enemy Suffers.

fllv Assorlatcd Pros:- 1
WITH Till-; AMKIUCAX ARMY IX

FltAXCK, .March 20..The American
artillery continues to heavily shell
t'.wns held l>v the Germans and «:r-r-
man batteries opposite the Toul sector
with gas. The Germans themselves
have reciprocated in kind, hut the doses
of Kits sent against them by the Amer¬
icans have been twice as large as they
have received. The town of Uichccourt,
north of Xivray. one of the targets of
the Americans, has been abandoned, so
far as American patrols which rocon-
noitcred near the town were able to
determine.
The American artillery also is keep¬

ing up a stream of other shells on
enemy positions in this region. St.
Haussant. northeast of Uichecourt. has
been heavily shelled with high-explo-
sive projectiles, while German first-line
trenches repeatedly have been hit and
leveled and enemy dugouts and snipers*
posts completely silenced.

"Frit/." or "Billy Doche," as the
American doughboys are beginning to
call the Germans, is a persistent sniper
on this sector. As fast as the Amer¬
ican silence one nest another starts
the annoyance, and then the job has
to" be done all over again.
AMKIUC AX fit V TII.tM

II It 10A KS IP SMPKItV MOST
This forenoon a group of American

snipers discovered a:i enemy nest close
I y and promptly opened lire on it. Tim
Germans replied with their rifles, and
then tired about three dozen or so gre¬
nades. Apparently, the Germans had
come to stay, and did not intend to
be chased nut. One of the American
thirty-seven-millimeter gun teams then
g<-t Into action against the nest, and.
owing to its accurate lire, no more Gcr-
inans were seen at this particular point,!
and there was no further annoyance.
A number of these same little guns

obtained direct hits in eifemy commu¬
nicating trenches while men were
passing through them, and also fired
effectively, as did snipers, on parties
of Germans,, who .were dressed in light (
and dark-blue uniforms*."the first time!
these uniforms wore seen on this front.
One of ti»e American sharpshooters re¬

ported that he had spoiled a number of
these new "spring suits" by knocking
the wearers Into the mud with bullets
from Ills Springfield. Normal aerial
activity continued to-day, the weather
being favorable until late in the after¬
noon. when clouds and light snow flur¬
ried passed over the line. One enemy
plane flew lew over one of the Ameri¬
can positions doing photographic work.
The American antiaircraft gunners had
a number of chances during the day to
show their skill, and this they did.
They drove ofT enemy airmen who at¬
tempted. singly or in groups, to prowl
ever the line. There \\ < re several aerial
combats between planes carrying
American observers at the guns, but
these were without result, probably
because the airmen were unable to get
close enough to the Germans.
Overcoats, which had been discarded

since last week, were found to be ex¬

ceedingly comfortable again to-night,
as a frigid wind blew in from the
northeast.
TWO MK.X or AMIOIIIC.W

r.vrnoi. ix stiit mviii.mimi
Two men of an American patrol,

while inspecting enemy trenches in the I
Toul sector early this morning, en-
countered fifteen of the. enemy, and im¬
mediately opened lire with their rifles.
They also used grenades, and. after a
few minutes, managed to get away
safely, taking turns at covering each
other's retreat. They got back to the
American lines without a scratch, but
it is known that three Germans were
killed and others were wounded.
Two- encounters are reported be¬

tween American recoiinoiterlng patrols
and new listening posts.

GREAT ARMY* IN CLASS 1
I'nder lleeln*slflcntloii. -,.">ftn.(H)o of the

IteclAtrnnt* Are Available
nl Oner.

\\"ASMIX< iTOX. March 2»>.. Approxi¬
mately 2..*>«'0,00rt draft registrants have
been placed in class 1, under the t|ucs-
tionnaire system of reclassification, ac¬

cording to nearly complete reports to
the provost-marshal-general's office, it
was learned to-day.

If Congress passus the bill allowing
the apportionment to be made on the
basis of the numhor «>f men in class 1,
virtually all of the $00,000 registrants
t<> be called under the second draft
will come frnn the tirst class. Only'
such technical men and industrial
workers as are not available among
the registrants in the first class will
be called from the deferred classltiea-
t ions.

ROOSEVELT TO SPEAK
\N ill ,\<lilr<*NN Mnliip Itomil>Il< nm OrKnn-

i/.>i(loii fi< I'ortlnml 'I'll urn-
il»y I*. veiling.

OYSTI5R HAY. I,. I., March 2C..
Colonel Theodore Roosevelt, haying
regained his vigor, following his rc-
cent operation, will leave hero to-
morrow, en route to Portland. Me.,
where he will make an address on
Thursday evening before the Republi¬
can organization of 'hat State.

Iiierenttc for I'oMnl lOmployrrx.
W A 8 H I N » ; T O N\ March 26..The

House to-night passed a bill granting
permanent increases of from 10 to 20
per cent in the salaries of virtually nil
postal 'employees. j

OFFENSIVE DRIVE
LOSES MOMENTUM

New High Record for Bond Dealings
Follows Demand for Liberty Issues

I Hy Apso'-iui .1 I'rcs" '
MOW HIIIK, March 211..A nriv

his It record for dealing* In bond*
tinx made on Ilit- Stork KicliniiRr
to-day, elicit nn IncrNiunl demand
for Mhrrly is*iir*, chiefly (lir hoc-

ond or unconverted I*. rroiillril in
n total turiinxer of nliout
In KllicrtIp« nlonr.

TIiIk rjm-iU nil |ire\lnu* record*
In the hlHlor) of flic rxrlinnisr. tlic
iienrent approach lirlnc thnt of \o-
\cmher II. IIMI-I, ivlirn price* de¬
clined prceipitntel.v In uhnl wn*
known a» :i "rich ninn'i panic."

'l'o-dut'» *cn*ntinnal ncciiiiiulnt Ion
of the country'* «nr liond* nn<

plainly the direct reMiilt of Secre¬
tary .Mc.Vdoo'* Nlateiiient, I.hhiiciI
overnight from U noliiiiRlon, ulilcli
trnte n uencral outline of the forth¬
coming loan.

Hanker* and liond dealer* linil r\-

pected that the nnl Issue would
far exceed lh<> mark,
and Hi-rf confident the Interest rale
Hiiuld he fixed at no lr»* than I 1
per cent. Tlie honcon vertlble fea¬
ture of the new insur nNu i;nvr rise
to Home disappointment, ivhlrh
fount] expression In to-day's free
absorption of eihtinK Issues.

According to common belief, n

very considerable part of the dn^'s
purchases «n» for account of
wealthy Individual* and financial
institution*.

l.nckliiK full details of the new

loan, representative Imnkerm were

diNlnellned to express nny definite
opinion, except to nny that Its suc¬
cess was virtually assured.

All lint nhont s:t,(MW,tl(io of the
day's transactions In l.ihcrty Issues
was contributed by the second -Is,
at a rancc of IIT.'.'I ti» 117.04. an over-
nlKht advance of almost I per cent.

NIL TO DRAFT YOUTHS
REACHING21 SINCE JUNE 8
Senate Indulges in Debate 011 Com¬

pulsory, I'niversal Military
Training.

THINKS WAK WILL EM) SOOX

Senator Sherman Says lie Hopes Ser-
retary linker'* Visit to l-raiicc
Will Change His Views as to
More Intensive Instruction.

(Bv A.*vo<i:<te<l 1
WASHINGTON*. March 'JO..Another

unsuccessful effort to pass the War
Department bill extending the selec¬
tive draft act to youths reaching .twen¬
ty-one years of a'j* since June 5. 191",
was made to-day b> the .Senate. De¬
bate on the compulsory universal mili¬
tary training amendment of Senator
New, again prevented a. vole, but lcud-
Trs~ still hoped to dispose of the bill
in time for its operation in connection
with the ik-xt draft.
Senator New accepted an amend¬

ment offered by Senator Sterling pro¬
viding that youths between nineteen
and twenty-one. subject to the pro¬
posed tini¦.*«;i"sal training, would be re¬
quired to spend six months in camp
during the two-year train it.*; period.
Senator Fletcher urged the Indiana

Senator to withdraw his amendment,
say ins the war probably would end
within six months, and that no men
would be secured f<>r the army under
the plan. In declining. Senator New
said he hoped universa. training would
become a permanent military policy.
Senator Sherman, speaking for the!
amendment, criticized Secretary ISakt r's
opposition to the universal trainingpolicy, and expressed the hope that
when the. secretary returns from 13u-
rope, he "will ii.ive ceased in his heart
to be a pacifist "

Senator Kirby opposed the amend¬
ment. declaring the training plan
would draw on ollices and supplies
needed fot (he lighting forces and im¬
pair the nation's war machine.
Although favoring universal train¬

ing. as a permanent national policy.'Senator Towusend doubted the wisdom
of Senator New's training plan a.£ a
war measure.

FIXES PRICES OF STEEL
finale I'lu Iron and Scrap Nleel Will

CoHt l.rs* lletwcrn ,\|>rll 1
nnd July I.

Ill' A'>oi'!iiImI l'rf»!-.l
WASIIIN(JT«"'N, March ".>..Prices on

ore. coke and steel and steel products,
recommended previously by th«- price.
I:\ing commit tee of the War Industries
I'oard. subject to revision on April I,
were ordered by President Wilson ri-
d.'.y to be continued in effect until
July I. i

From April I to July 1. however, the
maximum price <»l basic pig iron wa-
< rdcrcd reduced from $3" to pet-
gross ton, and of scrap steel from ?.H»
to $-9 per gross ton.

It is provided that new contracts call¬
ing for delivery of these product* on
or after July 1 arc not to specify a'
price except with the. understanding
that it is subject to revision by any
authorized government agency. The
announcement was made after approval
1 y the President of a recommendation
made to him by the price-fixing com-;miltec. and all manufacturers and pro¬
ducers are expected to observe the
maximum price.

EXPLOSION KILLS TWO
\ine Other* Were Injured am! Town

shaken When Acetylene Tank
I.etK <io.

CHAItMvSTOX, S- C.. March 'Jf..Two
were killed and nine injured when an
acetylene tank exploded in the chain
room of a merchant ship being repaired
at the Valk and Murdock Shipyard here
this afternoon. The cause of the ox-

plosion is not known.
The terrific explosion felled workmen

in the plant and shook buildings in
that vicinity. Several of the men were
hurled into the river. Two of the in¬
jured are reported to be fatal. The
head nnd fiesh was torn completely off
R. Rawloy. The tank arrived only to¬
day, and was In use only a few hours
when the explosion occurred.

CHAIRMAN HURLEY TELLS
OF VAST SHIPBUILDING

Paints Glowing Picture of Accom¬
plishments During Past

Three Months.

IX DIKI-: XKKD OF VKSSKLS

"We Have Men, Guns ami Supplies,"
Said Speaker, "hut Xo Ships in
Which to Transport Them to the
Front."

\!£\V YOIIK, March -ti..Chairman
ICdward N". Hurley, of the United
Stales Shipping Hoard, addressing: the
National Marine league here to-night,
drew a glowing picture of the ship¬
building ,»:'ogram. and for the tlrst.
time made public information regard¬
ing new shipyards and launching ways
already built and under construction.

"Nearly as much tonnage has been
» constructed., in An\cri£^T, jvators .in
the past threo months as in the other
maritime nations-: of the world com-
rined." declared Chairman Hurley.

"If by t're exercise of magic a bridge
could be tl-ruwn across the Atlantic,
over whi» h cur armies, their artillery
and supply trains could move rapidly
and unhampered to the battle lines
of Prance, would any military man in
Home, Vienna. Paris. London or Wash¬
ington have any doubt but what the
world would be made free for democ¬
racy before this year go<-s out? We
have the men, we have the guns, we.

have the supplies. Rut without means
of getting them to the front we might
as well be without them, and unless
we get our men to the battle line we
will not win this war.
"So it all comes back to ocean trans¬

portation.to the vital need of ships.
Kail there and we fail utterly. Upon
the Shipping Hoard has devolved the
responsibility of supplying this need,
and supplying it under the most extra¬
ordinary conditions that over existed.
"When we took hold of the job of

shipbuilding," continued Mr. Hurley,
."we found that there were no .ship¬
yards in existence with which wo
could place an order.' We were facing
a necessity of creating an entirely new
industry.
"There were thirty-seven steel ship¬

yard:! in America at the time we en¬
tered the war. We have located |
eighty-one additional steel and wooden
yards, while eighteen other yards have
been expanded.
i.nivs i na iji:s siiowim;

woiik aow ox
"'We are building in the new and ex-

I'.lnded yards 21! new steel shtpways.
or twenty-six more than at present
exist in ail of the shipyards of Kng-
land. If we had been content with i
doing the job in a small way, we might
hive built a few new yards and added
a little to our capacity. A few ships
might have been finished more quickly.
Itut it was the spirit and will of Amer¬
ica to do the job in a big way. and
lb'- judgment of the country will be
vindicated by tho results when all
the;.- new ways ;*re completed and are
turning out ships. Many of these Ways
have actually been finished. The new
Industry wo have created will make
America the greatest maritime nation
in the history of the world.

"It took ilermany forty years to
build tip her military machine. In less
than eight months we have built up
a. shipbuilding machine which, when it
gets Into full swing, will defeat the
military machine of CJermany.

"It took Henry Ford, with aH his
genius for organization and standardi¬
zation, sixteen years In which to de¬
velop his enormous production. It has
required twenty years for the United
States Steel «'orporatlon to develop its
activities to the point where they rep¬
resent an organization one-half as
large as has been undertaken by the'
Emergency Fleet «"orporntlon.
A Ml-'.ItICW has IMM.t \

HOST COI.OSSAI, Jon
'"The American government, backed

by the American people, has under¬
taken a ir mightier job, and will put
it tlirou t

"Struggling against something that
cannot be avoided is more baffling than
struggling against something that can
he. You can appeal to striking men to
go back to work, but you can make no
appeal against zero weather. We did
what we could. We told the new ship¬
yards to go ahead and use dynamite in
locating their pilings. The men in
those, new yards fought tho bitter

(Continued on Fifth Page.) [
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BRITISH FORCES
TURN PRUSSIANS
TOWARD THE SOUTH

Progress of Enemy Materi
ally Slackened After Six

Days of Fighting.
AMERICAN TROOPS FIGHT

WITH THE ALLIED ARMIES

Now Preparing to Strike Deadly
Blow to Foe at Oppor¬

tune Moment.

(iKHMA X LOSS E S FIUGHTFUJj

Observers at (lie Rattle Front Claim
'J(» IVr Cent of Army Has

Been Lost.

f fiv Associated Press. 1
After nix days of tcrritic lighting, th®

German offensive in France is begin¬
ning to show signs of losing its mo¬
mentum. The progress of the enemy
'..as materially slackened, and the form
of the dent made in the allied line west
ot Gambrai has begun to resemble the
familiar wedge of an offensive which
carries all before it.
At its apex this wedge has gone be-

y.iul Albert, to the south of that place,
and is to tiie westward of the old allied
line as it stood a year ago when Von
liitideaburg began his "strategic re¬
treat." From this point the line runs
oft to the northeast at a gentle angle,
with the line to the south running bapk
until it reaches the Oise Itiver.

In spite of tremendous exertions and
terrible losses, the German efforts to
widen the tip of this salient were de¬
feated on Tuesday. The British lines
have stood llrm to the north and have
forced the Hermans to turn southward
to the point of least resistance.

Oftlclal statements Issued ut Loudon
confirm the report from Berlin that
American forces arc engaged in tho
struggle. They are reported as "light¬
ing shoulder to shoulder" with the
French and British in the region of
Uoye, on the southern side of the sali¬
ent driven Into tho allied front. There
J..id been no oHiclal report sent to Wash¬
ington as to the identity of these troops
who arc taking part in this greatest
battle In history.
A I,I.IIOS CUTTING UK.MJV

TO STItlKU TKI.I.IMi IILOW
With the slackening of the German

pace there come indications thai tho
allies are ready to strike back some¬
where along the front, .lust where in'.s
blow will be launched will not bo
known until it is struck, but it may bu
expected that its impact will be ter¬
rific. It is known that the allied war
council at Versailles created a greut
.-trategle reserve of men to be usetf
in just the contingency which confronts
the armies which have borne the brunt
of tho lighting sincc list. 'lhurstiA:
morning*.

Tills force probably will bo launched
when and where it is believed it will
break the force of the German on¬
slaught and send the enemy reeling
back over the desert from which tlio
British have slowly withdrawn, liao'.j
succeeding; day reveals the plans of the
Germans absolutely to crush the allied
lines west of Cambrai, a terrain \\ hi -.i
could not be defended by Von I linden^
burg a year ago. hatch official repor't
phows that this see.tor is valucleja
from a military standpoint, and that,
the Germans have paid a terrible price
for tbeir advance to the line.-; estab¬
lished by the allies during the first
two years of warfare. It is officially
reported that seventy German di¬
visions, or S40.000 men, have taken
part in the lighting, and that troops
have been moved from every part of
the western battle front to re-cnforco
the armies which have been forcing
the British to fall back. Observers at
the front say that the German losses
have been frightful, and that the
enemy has lost from 10 to 22 per cent
of his men, by the most conservative
est imates.
AltTII.I.KIl V r\Alll,i; TO KHI-*I'

I I' WITH tits10IAN IM'AXTIIV
The situation as it stands seems to

be a repetition of the dash of Genera!
von Kluclc on Paris in 1011. when tho
tierman artillery and transport could
not keep up with the infantry, and tho
French were able to turn back the in¬
vaders at the Marne. Reports from
various sectors in the last two days
have indicated that the German infan¬
try. relying on its mass attacks, has
fought without the customary assist¬
ance of artillery. To bring up heavy
gun: requires time, and the German
advance will steadily bccomo snoro
painful and costly.
While tho German line of communi¬

cations has been growing longer, thfc-
British have constantly moved nearer
their base of supplies. It is probable
that the line where stern battle will
bo given is not far away from the
present position of the allied armies.
There has been continued activity on

the Italian front, but no attacks of
importance have been made by either
side in this theater of the war. The
American lines in the taineville and
Tout sectors have been bombarded onco
more, but no infantry lighting is re¬
ported there. North of the Somm<
battle tiehi there have been no en¬
gagements of significance. The Brit¬
ish troops in Palestine have captured
the village of Ea-Salt, in tho hills to


